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widely from each other in our reasoning s, and no less in our pleasures: but notwithstanding  this diBerence, which I think to be rather apparent
than real, it is probable that the standard both of reason and taste is the same in all human creatures. For if there were not some principles of
judg ment as well as of sentiment common to all mankind, no hold could possibly be taken either on their reason or their passions, suBicient
to maintain the ordinary correspondence of life. It appears indeed to be g enerally acknowledg ed, that with B reg ard to truth and falsehood
there is something  fixed. We find people in their disputes continually appealing  to certain tests and standards, which are allowed on all sides,
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which relate to taste. It is even commonly supposed that this delicate and aerial faculty, which seems too volatile to endure even the chains of
a definition, cannot be properly tried by any test, nor reg ulated by any standard. There is so continual a call for theaexercise of the reasoning
faculty, and it is so much streng thened by per petual. contention, that certain maxims of rig ht reason seem to be tacitly settled among st the
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