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abstract: In the social sciences the state is theoretically defined as a political association with eGective sovereig nty over a delimited territory. It
is an institution or a set of institutions which have been invested with a leg itimate monopoly over the means of physical violence to exercise
authority over both its territory and the population resident therein. Furthermore it is also in control of the monopoly of taxation as well as the
monopoly of setting  and enforcing  rules and reg ulations that are binding  for every citizen (Lambach 2007: 33). Therefore no political authority
can exist above it. Usually the state exercises the monopolies by itself or by ag ents who act on its behalf, but it can also leg itimize private acts
of violence, taxation or rule setting . It happens, however, that a state has certain diGiculties to implement its rules, to collect taxes or to
enforce its monopoly of violence. When it faces this kind of deficiency a state is described as weak . When it is unable to exercise authority and
its monopolies it is labelled as a failed or even as a collapsed state. Since the beg inning  of the 1960s cases of state failure occurred almost
always in the so called Third World, and here most likely in Africa (in fact 15 of the 24 cases or nearly two thirds happened in Africa). That also
European states can fail showed the example of Bosnia Herzeg ovina from 1992...
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