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Th e Recursi ve Mi n d: Th e Ori gi n s of  Hum an         
Lan guage, Th ough t, an d Ci vi l i zati on        

By Michael C. Corballis

Princeton University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 312 pag es. Dimensions: 9.2in. x 6.1in. x
0.7in.The Recursive Mind challeng es the commonly held notion that lang uag e is what makes us
uniquely human. In this compelling  book, Michael Corballis arg ues that what disting uishes us in
the animal king dom is our capacity for recursion: the ability to embed our thoug hts within other
thoug hts. I think, therefore I am, is an example of recursive thoug ht, because the thinker has
inserted himself into his thoug ht. Recursion enables us to conceive of our own minds and the
minds of others. It also g ives us the power of mental time travel--the ability to insert past
experiences, or imag ined future ones, into present consciousness. Drawing  on neuroscience,
psycholog y, animal behavior, anthropolog y, and archaeolog y, Corballis demonstrates how
these recursive structures led to the emerg ence of lang uag e and speech, which ultimately
enabled us to share our thoug hts, plan with others, and reshape our environment to better
reflect our creative imag inations. He shows how the recursive mind was critical to survival in the
harsh conditions of the Pleistocene epoch, and how it evolved to foster social cohesion. He
traces how lang uag e itself adapted to recursive thinking , first throug h manual g estures, then
later, with...
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R e vie ws  

The ebook is simple in g o throug h better to fully g rasp. It is actually rally exciting  throg h reading  throug h period. It is extremely di>icult to leave it
before concluding , once you beg in to read the book.
-- Ale xa nd e r Ja co bi       

The very best ebook i ever study. It really is rally fascinating  throg h reading  throug h period of time. It is extremely di>icult to leave it before
concluding , once you beg in to read the book.
-- C o le m a n Kre ig e r         
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