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This paper is virtually a syllabus. It presents a conspectus of a piece of work which cannot be carried far by a single individual. Nevertheless the
work is prompted by belief that the aim proposed, the method pursued, tentative results already obtained, and indications to which even
these provisional conclusions point, are worth something as a contribution to knowledge, and to the formation of scientific and social
purpose. The study now to be indicated in outline is an inquiry into the methodology of the social sciences, not as it has been or might be
developed abstractly, but as it has actually evolved in a single case, that case being regarded as to a certain degree necessarily typical of the
logic of the social sciences in general. An important presupposition of the study is that we are far from having exhausted the instruction for
present social theory which is to be obtained by study of the evolution of the social sciences. The study concerns itself directly with the
scientific experience of one people only the Germans. It may be indicated by the question: What does the evolution of the social sciences in
Germany show about actual processes thus far experienced in gaining social sophistication? | will not defend, but I will explain, this choice of
problem. It is doubtless beyond question that, with the single exception of the ethical enlightenment contained in Christianity, the world has
learned more in the field of social science since 1800 than it had learned before since Plato. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes...
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