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AC T ING LIKE IT  MAT T ERS: JOHN MALPEDE AND T HE LOS ANGELES POVERT Y DEPART MENT       
(PAPERBAC K)

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.For thirty years
John Malpede and the Los Ang eles Poverty Department (LAPD), have created electrifying  political theater by confounding  audience
expectations. Made up larg ely of homeless and formerly homeless men and women from L.A. s Skid Row, LAPD has evolved from stag ing
happening s on street corners and in shelters to taking  complex ensemble pieces to cities across the United States, Europe and Latin America.
Instead of creating  illusions, the LAPD strips them away. LAPD actors know first-hand about poverty, addiction, crime, homelessness, class
prejudice and the political hypocrisy that sustains them. Life on the street leaves no room for irony. LAPD members, voiceless most of their
lives, now g iven a voice and an audience, cut straig ht to the heart of the American social and economic dilemmas. No time for bull, just the
real deal. LAPD performers are no long er merely messeng ers from Skid Row, adding  a dose of street-level reality to the national perception of
homelessness. They have become advocates for a larg er understanding  of how poverty, addiction and social deprivation are intimately
connected to international violence and g lobalized g reed. Pieces to this puzzle like all around us, but politicians and most media refuse to fit
them tog ether. The homeless and formerly homeless addicts and ex-addicts of Skid Row Los Ang eles have nothing  to lose by telling  the truth.
Disenfranchised, they are also uninhibited. Acting  Like It Matters, tells how John Malpede came to org anize a successful theater g roup on Skid
Row. It traces their bumpy, eventful development from 1985 to the present, with a focus on the social and political issues the g roup raises,
sometimes working  with other street theater g roups from San Francisco to London to Amsterdam to cities in Bolivia....
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HarperCollins Publishers Inc, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 203 x 135 mm. Language: English .
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