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Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Surg ery, Vol. 52: Being  a Half-Yearly Journal, Containing  a Retrospective View of Every Discovery and
Practical Improvement in the Medical Sciences; January, 1866 But there is still a strong er arg ument. We have the positive fact that us will live for
a considerable time in urine, and therefore we are quite justi ed in assuming  that other kinds of g erminal matter allied to pus, and capable of
living  under a still g reater variety of conditions than pus, would retain their vitality in urine, freces, and other excretions. As numerous facts
estab lish is the case with reg ard to some forms of contag ious matter. As we have positive evidence that minute particles of pus may pass
throug h the air, or remain on spong es, clothes, c., for many hours without their vitality being  destroyed. Is it not reasonable to assume that
the living  matter of con tag ious diseases, supposing  it to be allied to pus, should retain its vitality under the same or under yet more adverse
conditions? Does not this view receive confirmation from our experience with reg ard to the conditions which are favourable to the propag ation
of contag ious fevers? A warm, moist atmosphere, small close rooms, with curtains, carpets, and pleat g of clothes, rag s, c., so arrang ed as to
cause air to be pent up in con ned spaces with very slow interchang e, -are the circumstances which favour the spread of contag ion; and a
disposition to prevent currents of air from find ing  their way into every part or into any part of an a artment is a mental characteristic of many of
those who are too often sh erers from the worst forms of contag ious...
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