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folklore and its inhabitants. My papers published in the Transactions of our Modern Language Association have been so kindly received that |

feel encouraged to continue my labors in a field vast and fertile but difficult to explore. The work to be done is, to a great extent, one of
original research and of patient investigation, and it will require several years to present a tolerably complete tableau of picturesque French
Louisiana. | now desire to present another feature of the picture by giving a brief sketch of the Acadians and their dialect. It may not be amiss to

begin this study by taking a birds-eye view of the history of Acadia, from the settlement of the colony to the dispersion of the inhabitants. We

shall then accompany Evangeline to the beautiful banks of the Teche and follow her canoe and that of Gabriel as they glide along its placid

waters, leaving scarcely a ripple on the gentle stream which the names of the unhappy lovers have rendered immortal. I. Even before the time

of John Cabot the Normans, the Bretons and the Basques are said to have known Newfoundland, and the first description of the shores of our
United States was made in 1524 to a French King, Francis the First, by the Florentine Verrazano. Ten years later we see the bold son of St. Malo

sailing on the broad St....
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