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Duke University Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Desig ned for classroom use, The
First Ang lo-Afg han Wars g athers in one volume primary source materials related to the first two wars that Great Britain launched ag ainst native
leaders of the Afg han reg ion. From 1839 to 1842, and ag ain from 1878 to 1880, Britain foug ht to expand its empire and prevent Russian
expansion into the reg ion s northwest frontier, which was considered the g ateway to India, the jewel in Victorian Britain s imperial crown.
Spanning  from 1817 to 1919, the selections reflect the complex national, international, and anticolonial interests entang led in Central Asia at
the time. The documents, each of which is preceded by a brief introduction, bring  the nineteenth-century wars alive throug h the opinions of
those who participated in or lived throug h the conflicts. They portray the strug g le for control of the reg ion from the perspectives of women and
non-Westerners, as well as well-known fig ures including  Kipling  and Churchill. Filled with military and civilian voices, the collection clearly
demonstrates the challeng es that Central Asia posed to powers attempting  to secure and claim the reg ion. It is a cautionary tale, unheeded
by Western powers in the post-9/11 era.
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