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Number: (OCoLC)122928536 Subject: Middle class -- United States -- Economic conditions. Excerpt: . . . 11 cerns. Too often, the overriding
themes of many workers lives have become themes of increasing debts and diminishing protections. The pressure they now face largely stems
from circumstances beyond their control, circumstances that we as Members of Congress must work to rectify. Many families of middle class
workers now teeter on the edge of economic sta-bility. Every American can attest to the growing costs of necessities such as home heating
oil, child care, and healthcare. As wages have failed to keep pace, many workers are placed in a precarious financial situation. Forced
increasingly to rely upon loans and credit cards to make ends meet, families can find themselves one extended hospital stay or temporary job
loss away from bankruptcy. The system de-signed to protect families in these situations is broken, and must be mended by this Congress.
Outsourcing, once primarily a concern for manufacturing jobs, is now a growing concern for white collar jobs as well. Workers in my home
state of Ohio have long known the consequences for workers when jobs are shipped overseas. The effects of trade policies such as NAFTA
have led Ohio to post the sixth highest unemployment rate in the nation in the most recent numbers reported by the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. Workers and their families are left in an insecure world, with diminishing protections and in need of a helping hand. No longer can our
nation turn a blind eye to the effects of lax enforcement of labor laws, inadequate social support systems and faulty trade policies. This
Congress must take the necessary steps to ensure...
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