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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****.An excerpt from the beg inning  of the first chapter: ON THE CHORALE. It has perhaps never been so g enerally
acknowledg ed as at the present time that the g roundwork of all true knowledg e must necessarily lie in the historical study and acquisition of
standard works that have come down to us. It is only by thus profiting  by the lessons of others that fresh energ y can safely be applied towards
the advancement of truth. Acquaintance with the older masterpieces may also have the g reat neg ative advantag e of convincing  worthless
pretensions of their futility, and of diverting  them from the business of production to the quiet enjoyment and diCusion of the model works we
have inherited from past ag es. Men of real g enius, like Plato, Raphael, and Shakespeare, are phenomena of extremely rare occurrence; but it
has been theirs to sway g eneration aEer g eneration, and to exert a beneficial influence for thousands of years. Hence it is of all conceits the
most pitiable for anyone to dispense with the study of the classics from confidence in his own powers, and so, in eCect, declare that he
considers himself on a par with the g reat spirits of byg one time. All our young  men of education make it almost a point of honour to revert to
the model authors of antiquity; and any one who was setting  up for a painter would assuredly no more venture to pronounce the study of the
works of Raphael, Michael Ang elo, Van Eyck, and Durer, to be superfluous, than would a youthful poet venture to come out with a new Iliad, or
a new King  Lear, without acquainting  himself with the immortal works of Homer or Shakespeare. Hence...
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