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obstacles, but he is never without resource, and as he stumbles forward as best he can, Gog ol paints a wonderfully comic picture of Russian
life that also serves as a biting  satire of a society as corrupt as it is cynical and silly. At once a wild phantasmag oria and a work of exacting
realism, Dead Souls is a supremely living  work of art that spills over with humor and passion and absurdity. Donald Rayfield's vig orous new
translation corrects the mistakes and omissions of earlier versions while capturing  the vivid speech rhythms of the orig inal. It also o@ers a fuller
text of the unfinished second part of the book by combining  material from Gog ol's two surviving  draCs into a sing le compelling  narrative. This
is a tour de force of art and scholarship-and the most authoritative, accurate, and readable edition of Dead Souls available in Eng lish.
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