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Portbale Poetry, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. John
Wilmot, 2nd Earl of Rochester was born at Ditchley House in Oxfordshire on April 1st 1647. His father was created Earl of Rochester for his
services to Charles Il including helping him escape to exile. From the age of 7 John was privately tutored and two years later attended school
in Burford. At 13 his Father died and Wilmot inherited the title to become 2nd Earl of Rochester. Admitted to Wadham College, Oxford in
January 1660 it is said that this was the beginning of his debauched life. In September 1661 he was awarded an honorary M.A. by the newly
elected Chancellor of the university, Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon.a family friend. As an act of gratitude towards the son of Henry Wilmot,
Charles Il awarded Rochester an annual pension of 500 and in November 1661 Charles sent Rochester on a three year Grand Tour of France and
Italy. Exposure to so much European thinking and writing certainly had an impact on the young Wilmot. In 1664 Rochester returned to London,
and made his formal debut at the Restoration court on Christmas Day. Charles Il proposed a marriage between Rochester and the wealthy
heiress Elizabeth Malet. Her relatives opposed marriage to the impoverished Rochester, who then conspired with his mother to abduct the
young Countess. For this the 18 year old Rochester spent three weeks in the Tower, only being released after a penitent apology to the King.
Rochester volunteered for the navy in the Second Dutch War in 1665. His courage at the Battle of Vagen made him a war hero. Pleased, Charles
appointed Rochester a Gentleman of the Bedchamber in March 1666, which granted him prime lodgings in...
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