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***** Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO provided information on whether: (1) the Environmental Protection Agency s (EPA) proposal is

the most effective approach for identifying and repairing vehicles that exceed emission standards; and (2) EPA has studied alternative test
procedures to reduce emissions from motor vehicles. GAO found that: (1) there are drawbacks to the IM240 test procedure for both the
identification and repair of out-of-compliance vehicles which could hamper the test procedure s effectiveness; (2) over 25 percent of the
vehicles that EPA tested using the IM240 test failed an initial test but passed a second emissions test, even though no repairs were made; (3)

vehicles that fail the IM240 test may be more difficult to repair because of trouble in diagnosing the cause of emission problems, mechanics not
being trained in emission repairs for high-technology vehicles, and the inability of repair shops to afford IM240 equipment to replicate emission
tests and determine whether repairs were effective; (4) EPA has suggested to states that they could use an alternative to IM240 if the alternative
were an effective substitute, but states are reluctant to evaluate another option due to lack of expertise or resources; and (5) some state
officials believe the proposed EPA inspection and maintenance (IM) regulation is ambiguous about when EPA is proposing to allow states with
seriously polluted areas to make a commitment to a specific IM test procedure.
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