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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt
from Diagrams of the Floor of the Senate and House of Representatives Occupies the centre of the North extension of the Capitol. Its entrance
from the inside of the building is at the end ofa long corridor extending north from the Rotunda. The main entrance from the outside is by the
North Eastern Portico, through a spacious marble vestibule adorned with fluted columns, whose capitals are beautifully foliated with tobacco
and acanthus leaves. The walls of this vestibule on either side have sunken niches for statuary. The Senate chamber is surrounded by
corridors, which separate it from committee and other rooms ranged around the outer walls of this portion of the building. The chamber is a
parallelogram 112 feet long and 82 feet wide. Its height is 36 feet. A cushioned gallery capable of seating a thousand persons surrounds it,
which is reached by two magnificent marble staircases, ascending from the east and west corridors. A section of the gallery in front of the Vice
Presidents desk is reserved for the diplomatic corps and for the families of the President, Vice President, and cabinet ministers. Above but
behind the Vice President s seat a portion of the gallery is appropriated to the reporters of the press. The secretary of the Senate and his
assistants occupy a long desk in front of the chair, and below this desk sit the special reporters of the debates. The seats of the Senators are
ranged in three semicircular rows fronting the Vice Presidents chair, each seat having a desk in front of it. The ceiling is of cast iron, with deep
panels, and painted glass sky-lights, ornamented in the richest style. The designs...
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