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T HE LANGUAGE OF EXPERIENC E: LIT ERAT E PRAC T IC ES AND SOC IAL C HANGE (PAPERBAC K)         

University of Pittsburg h Press, United States, 2005. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The Lang uag e of
Experience examines the relationship between literacy and chang e - both personal and social. Gorzelsky studies three cases, two historical
and one contemporary, that speak to key issues on the national education ag enda. Strug g le is a community literacy prog ram for urban teens
and parents. It encourag es them to reflect on, articulate, and revise their life g oals and desig n and implement strateg ies for reaching  them. To
provide historical context for this and other contemporary eBorts in using  literacy to promote social chang e, Gorzelsky analyzes two radical
relig ious and political movements of the Eng lish Civil Wars and the 1930s unionizing  movement in the Pittsburg h reg ion. Charting  the
similarities and diBerences in the function of literate practices in each case shows how diBerent situations and contexts can foster very diBerent
outcomes. Gorzelsky s analytic frame is drawn from Gestalt theory, which emphasizes the holistic nature of perception, communication, and
learning . Throug h it she views how discourse and lang uag e structures interact with experience and how this interaction chang es awareness
and perception. The book is methodolog ically innovative in its integ ration of a macro-social view of cultural, social, and discursive structures
with a micro-social view of the potential for chang e embodied in them. Throug h her analysis and in her use of the voices of the people she
studies, Gorzelsky offers a tool for analyzing  individual instances of literate practices and their potential for fostering  chang e.
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