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right ought to be, a part of the sovereign territory of the United States. Their acquisition is absolutely necessary for the protection of our great
Pacific coast line. In this respect they constitute the sentinel of the North Pacific, and to us a Gibraltar indispensable for the protection of our
Pacific coast. All our great naval and military authorities say this, and there can be no doubt about it in the opinion of any person who will give
the question investigation and due consideration. Our possession of these islands will give us a strategical position in the Pacific that will
always be an incomparable advantage in case of trouble. It is well known that the Pacific is so wide that war vessels can not cross it from any
foreign naval station to our shores without recoaling, and there is no place to recoal in all the Pacific but Hawaii. The exclusion of foreign
countries from Hawaii will practically protect our Pacific coast from trans-Pacific attack. And no less an authority than Captain Mahan has said
that the possession of these islands by the United States is a military necessity; that no greater navy would be needed for the defense of our
Pacific coast than would be required with the islands unannexed, and with them annexed the advantage would be entirely with us. This
opinion is concurred in, | believe, by all our naval and military authorities. To-day we are confronted with this situation: The people of the
Hawaiian Islands through their duly elected officers...
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