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T HE EXT RAORDINARY LIFE OF JOSEF GANZ: T HE JEWISH ENGINEER BEHIND HIT LER S   
VOLKSWAGEN (HARDBAC K)

RVP Publishers Inc., United States, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The astonishing  biog raphy of Josef
Ganz, a Jewish desig ner from Frankfurt, who in May 1931 created a revolutionary small car: the Maik fer (German for May bug ). Seven years later
Hitler introduced the Volkswag en. He not only took the concept of Ganz s family car, he even used the same nickname. To this day the VW
Beetle or Bug  is considered one of the most important of all automobile desig ns. It incorporated many of the features of Ganz s orig inal Maik
fer, yet until recently Ganz received no recog nition for his pioneering  work.The Nazis did all they could to keep the Jewish g odfather of the
German compact car out of the history books. Now Paul Schilperoord sets the record straig ht. In a biog raphy that reads like a spy thriller, he
tells how Ganz was imprisoned by the Gestapo, until an influential friend with connections to G ring  helped secure his release. Soon aDerwards
he was forced to flee Germany while Porsche created the Volkswag en for Hitler using  many of his g roundbreaking  ideas. Ganz was hunted by
the Nazis even beyond Germany s borders and narrowly escaped assassination. ADer the war he moved to Australia, where he died in
1967.This biog raphy is a g reat read for anyone interested in World War II, Jewish history, the evolution of car desig n or simply the life stories of
extraordinary individuals.
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