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BEHIND T HE BLUE LINE: MY FIGHT  AGAINST  RAC ISM AND DISC RIMINAT ION IN T HE MET      
(HARDBAC K)

Biteback Publishing , United King dom, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Detective Serg eant Gurpal Sing h
Virdi s exemplary career in the Metropolitan Police Service ended when he spoke out ag ainst racism within it: an issue it has long  paid lip
service to tackling . What came aCer is simply shocking . On Wednesday 15 April 1998 Virdi was arrested, had his home searched and was
suspended on charg es of sending  racist hate mail to himself and other ethnic minority colleag ues. Dismissed in disg race, an employment
tribunal found that he had been racially discriminated ag ainst. The Met was forced to g ive him an apolog y and compensation. He returned to
service but soon discovered, having  been passed over for promotion, that when you challeng e an org anisation like the Met, you are a marked
man for life. Freshly retired and due to stand in local elections as a Labour councillor, Virdi was arrested ag ain and accused of the most
horrendous of crimes: sexually assaulting  an underag e prisoner nearly three decades before. When it came to court, it took just fiCy minutes to
acquit the former police man of all charg es, with the trial judg e noting  the likelihood of a conspiracy behind the case. But the damag e had
been done. For seventeen years the Met had pursued a vendetta ag ainst one blameless individual who dared to speak out ag ainst injustices,
and it had driven him and his family to the edg e of the abyss. This is the deeply shocking  story of how one of the big g est institutions in the
country broug ht the entire apparatus of state to bear in a campaig n to destroy the life of one of its own officers in an apparent act of reveng e.
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