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weig ht, no foreig n orders or domestic priority shipments accepted without prior arrang ement as to shipping  costs, which will exceed our usual
rates. This book is too larg e for our scanner so a partial cover imag e is shown. In the years following  World War II, Americans visited the
national parks in unprecedented numbers, yet Cong ress held funding  at prewar levels and park conditions steadily declined. Elimination of the
Civilian Conservation Corps and other New Deal prog rams further reduced the ability of the federal g overnment to keep pace with the wear
and tear on park facilities. To address the problem, in 1956 a ten-year, billion-dollar initiative titled "Mission 66" was launched, timed to be
completed in 1966, the fiDieth anniversary of the National Park Service. The prog ram covered more than one hundred visitor centers (a building
type invented by Mission 66 planners), expanded campg rounds, innumerable comfort stations and other public facilities, new and wider roads,
parking  lots, maintenance building s, and hundreds of employee residences. During  this transformation, the park system also acquired new
seashores, recreation areas, and historical parks, ag ency uniforms were modernized, and the arrowhead log o became a ubiquitous symbol.
To a sig nificant deg ree, the national park system and the National Park Service as we know them today are products of the Mission 66 era.
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