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Garn Press, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Pete Seeger once said: The
key to the future of the world is finding the optimistic stories and letting them be known. In many ways, writing a book about my family s
experiences at Playhouse, a cooperative pre-school founded in 1951, is in fact telling an optimistic story that has the potential to inspire
others, early childhood teachers and parents alike, to search for, create, or contribute to progressive learming environments for their own
children and students. Playhouse serves as more than just a school for children. It is a learning community for parents, where they can learn
and embrace progressive models of education. This type of parental education is more important now than ever before, especially in the face
of parental opt out movements and objections to standardized testing and curriculum like the common core standards. Parents and early
childhood teachers need to educate themselves about the tenets of democratic and progressive schooling, and there is very little written for
them. Early childhood teachers often graduate with certification but are unsure of how to implement this progressive pedagogy in their
classrooms or how even to find schools where these types of practices are encouraged. They may have been prepared to teach in a
progressive way but are unsure of how to apply these ideas in the classroom with 15 or more little ones in front of them. Finally, with the Core
Curriculum Standards and their aligned standardized tests dictating the curriculum and teaching in public schools, parents and early
childhood educators need a platform to innovate schools for their children/students. This optimistic telling serves as a reminder for us all that
even in this tumultuous storm of standards and testing, progressive preschools...
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