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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. Peter Bell: A Tale in Verse is a long  narrative poem by William Wordsworth, written in 1798, but not published until 1819. Synopsis: In a tone
of straig ht-faced humour the prolog ue tells of the poet s travels over the face of the earth and throug h the heavens in a boat of the
imag ination, which urg es him to choose some exotic or otherworldly theme. The poet rejects the sug g estion, and opts for the more homely
subject of Peter Bell. The poem proper beg ins with a description of him as a hard-hearted sinner, impervious to the soJening  influence of
nature, who makes his living  as an itinerant hawker (or potter, in Wordsworth s northern expression) of earthenware. One nig ht, while walking
throug h Swaledale by nig ht, he loses his way. He comes across an ass standing  untended, g azing  into the river Swale, and he tries to ride
away on it, but the ass does not respond to his furious beating  of it. Peter sees the face of a corpse in the river, and faints from shock. On
recovering  consciousness he drag s the dead man, once the owner of the ass, onto dry land. The ass now consents to start for home, taking
Peter with him. A loud cry is heard in the distance, which, thoug h Peter does not know it, comes from the dead man s young  son, who is
searching  for his father. Unnerved by this, and by the sig ht of the bloody wounds he has inflicted on the ass, Peter beg ins to feel
unaccustomed pang s of conscience. His mind turns to his many past sins, and as he passes an outdoor Methodist meeting  his heart responds
to the preacher s calls for...
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