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Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Music of Life: Biolog y Beyond Genes, Denis Noble, What is Life?
Decades of research have resulted in the full mapping  of the human g enome - three billion pairs of code whose functions are only now being
understood. The g ene's eye view of life, advocated by evolutionary biolog y, sees living  bodies as mere vehicles for the replication of the
g enetic codes. But for a physiolog ist, working  with the living  org anism, the view is a very diCerent one. Denis Noble is a world renowned
physiolog ist, and sets out an alternative view to the question - one that becomes deeply sig nificant in terms of the living , breathing  org anism.
The g enome is not life itself. Noble arg ues that far from g enes building  org anisms, they should be seen as prisoners of the org anism. The view
of life presented in this little, modern, post-g enome project reflection on the nature of life, is that of the systems biolog ist: to understand what
life is, we must view it at a variety of diCerent levels, all interacting  with each other in a complex web. It is that emerg ent web, full of feedback
between levels, from the g ene to the wider environment, that is life. It is a kind of music. Including  stories from Noble's own research
experience, his work on the heartbeat, musical metaphors, and elements of ling uistics and Chinese culture, this very personal and at times
deeply lyrical book sets out the systems biolog y view of life.
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