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Ophelias Fan

By Christine Balint

W. W. Norton & Company. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 320 pages. Dimensions:
8.2in. x 5.4in. x 0.9in.Reconstructs the vibrantly intoxicating atmosphere of the theatrical world in
the early nineteenth century. Lavishly romantic. --Booklist Christine Balint reimagines the
bittersweet life of Harriet Smithson, the tragedienne who brought Shakespeare to the French.
Born in County Clare, Ireland, in 1800, Harriet is left in the care of the elderly priest Father Barrett,
and is brought up on Lambs Shakespeare, lime-sherbet sweets, and prayer. A child of traveling
players, her ultimate inheritance is Covent Garden, London, the green room, and the theaters
rough magic. With the arrival of Charles Kembles English Theatre troupe in Paris in 1827, the
Odeon Theatre is awash with the drama and music of Shakespeare. Harriet is Ophelia. The
French Romantics swoon, traffic stops, and the high-society women plait straw in their hair in
honor of her mad Ophelia. The fiery composer Hector Berlioz falls in love. In Ophelias Fan, Balint
re-creates the texture and breadth of the nineteenth century and brings alive Harriet Smithson;

+ the actress and the woman, herroles and her loves. Reading group guide included. This item
ships from multiple locations. Your book may arrive...
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Reviews

Absolutely among the finest pdfl have got possibly read. | am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never: It is extremely difficult to leave
it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Prof. Lois Cormier Il

This composed book is wonderful. It is amongst the most awesome book i actually have read through. You will like the way the author create this
publication.
-- Miss Fanny Osinski V
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