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. Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the early twentieth century, an elite g roup of modern-minded scientists in Germany, led by the
eminent org anic chemist Emil Fischer, set out to create new centers and open new sources of funding  for chemical research. Their eForts led
to the establishment in 1911 of the chemical institues of the Kaiser Wilhelm Society for the Advancement of the Sciences, whose orig inal staF
included several future Nobel laureates. Althoug h these institutes were desig ned to promote free research that would uphold German
Leadership in international science, they also came to promote the integ ration of science in the German war eFort aHer 1914. According  to
JeFrey Johnson, the development of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institutes exemplifies the orig ins and dilemmas of one of the most sig nificant
innovations in modern science: the creation of institutions for basic research, both theoretical and practical. The Kaiser Wilhelm Society was a
quasi-oFicial institution under the protection of Kaiser Wilhelm II, but it received most of its funding  from German industry rather than the
Imperial Treasury. AHer 1914, however, the Kaiser s chemists and their institutes provided key support to the German war eFort. Within a few
months of the outbreak of World War I, the institutes had been integ rated into war mobilization activities. They conducted research both in
weapons, such as poison g as, and in strateg ic resources, especially synthetics to replace naturally produced g oods cut oF by Britain s
blockade of German ports. By examining  the Kaiser Wilhelm Society in the framework of both scientific and social chang e, Johnson is able to
answer questions that seem puzzling  if not viewed from this dual perspective, such as why German...
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