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*x Venus in Furs (German: Venus im Pelz), is the most famous work of the Austrian author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, and a part of Love in
the first volume of the series of Das Vermachtnis Kains or Legacy of Kains sometimes translated as Heritage of Cain which was published in
1870. The plan of the author was to group various novellas into 6 volumes, each of which was titled according to its central theme viz.: Love,
Property, State, War, Work, and Death. The first volume, Love, was completed in 1870 and it begins with the prologue short story The Wanderer
in which a hunter off in the dense forest meets a strannik (wandering ascetic), whose passionate speech reveals his philosophy where Cain is
responsible for having unleashed into the world the six evils that title each volume of the cycle. The only other volume published was Property,
published in 1877. The novel draws themes, like female dominance and sadomasochism, and character inspiration heavily from the authors
own life. Wanda von Dunajew, the novel s central female character, was modeled after Fanny Pistor, who was an emerging literary writer. The

two met when Pistor contacted Sacher-Masoch, under assumed name and fictitious title of Baroness Bogdanoff, for suggestions on
improving her writing to make it suitable for publication. Von Sacher-Masoch was born in the city of Lemberg (now Lviv, Ukraine), the capital of
the Kingdom of Galicia and Lodomeria, at the time a province of the Austrian Empire, into the Roman Catholic family of an Austrian civil
servant, Leopold Johann Nepomuk Ritter von Sacher, and Charlotte von Masoch, a Ukrainian noblewoman. He later combined his surname
with his wife s von Masoch,...
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