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Louisiana State University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 142 pag es. Dimensions: 8.4in. x 5.3in. x 0.4in.Foreword by Steven Hahn Nothing  But
Freedom examines the aFermath of emancipation in the South and the restructuring  of society by which the former slaves g ained, beyond
their freedom, a new relation to the land they worked on, to the men they worked for, and to the g overnment they lived under. Taking  a
comparative approach, Eric Foner examines Reconstruction in the southern states ag ainst the experience of Haiti, where a violent slave revolt
was followed by the establishment of an undemocratic g overnment and the imposition of a system of forced labor; the British Caribbean,
where the colonial g overnment oversaw an orderly transition from slavery to the creation of an almost totally dependent work force; and early
twentieth-century southern and eastern Africa, where a self-suIicient peasantry was dispossessed in order to create a dependent black work
force. Measuring  the prog ress of freedmen in the post--Civil War South ag ainst that of freedmen in other recently emancipated societies, Foner
reveals Reconstruction to have been, despite its failing s, a unique and dramatic experiment in interracial democracy in the aFermath of
slavery. Steven Hahns timely new foreword places Foners analysis in the context of recent scholarship and assesses its enduring  impact in the
twenty-first century. PRAISE FOR THE BOOKNothing  But Freedom explodes conventional wisdom and exemplifies how we mig ht better
understand class conflict in American history. --Villag e Voice Literary SupplementEleg ant and tig htly arg ued. . . . Along  the way, Foner provides
us with fascinating  insig hts into the relatively neg lected debates over fencing  laws and hunting  and fishing  rig hts in the postemancipation
South, and into the solidarity of the low-country black community. --Times Literary Supplement Foners main concern is to delineate the ways in
which the newly emancipated slaves endeavored to buttress...
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