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*Includes a table of contents You talk, my good sir, of employing influence to appease the present tumults in Massachusetts. | know not where
that influence is to be found, or, if attainable, that it would be a proper remedy for the disorders. Influence is not government. Let us have a
government by which our lives, liberties, and properties will be secured, or let us know the worst at once. - George Washington, referencing
Shays Rebellion in a letter to Light-Horse Harry Lee Even as the young United States successfully secured its independence, the new nation
was beset by problems. The drafters of the Articles of Confederation had deliberately avoided giving the national legislature the power to tax,
because Parliament had so abused that authority against the colonies, but this proved to be a severe limitation on the national government.
Besides hampering the Continental Army, the inability of the national government to raise revenue made foreign policy difficult. Under the
Articles of Confederation, the Congress was also completely unable to pay any of the debts it incurred to foreign powers during the
Revolutionary War. Though allied powers had lent to the American government on favorable terms and no repayment was expected until the
end of hostilities, the hope of ever paying national debts without a national government that could tax was slim. In particular, the prospect of
the new nation defaulting on its loans from France led to the end of the Articles of Confederation. To top it all off, the Articles of Confederation
also had no judiciary or executive branch. Therefore, laws passed...
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