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Oxford University Press, USA, United States, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Advertisements for the
wildly popular g ame of Sudoku oBen feature the reassuring  words, no mathematical knowledg e required. In fact, the only skill Sudoku does
require is the use of mathematical log ic. For many people, anxiety about math is so entrenched, and g rade school memories so haunting ,
that these disclaimers - thoug h misleading  - are necessary to avoid intimidating  potential buyers. In A Brief History of Mathematical Thoug ht,
Luke Heaton provides a compulsively readable history that situates mathematics within the human experience and, in the process, makes it
more accessible. Mastering  math beg ins with understanding  its history. Heaton s book therefore oEers a lively g uide into and throug h the
world of numbers and equations-one in which patterns and arg uments are traced throug h log ic in the lang uag e of concrete experience.
Heaton reveals how Greek and Roman mathematicians like Pythag oras, Euclid, and Archimedes helped shaped the early log ic of
mathematics; how the Fibonacci sequence, the rise of alg ebra, and the invention of calculus are connected; how clocks, coordinates, and
log ical padlocks work mathematically; and how, in the twentieth century, Alan Turing  s revolutionary work on the concept of computation laid
the g roundwork for the modern world. A Brief History of Mathematical Thoug ht situates mathematics as part of, and essential to, lived
experience. Understanding  it does not require the application of various rules or numbing  memorization, but rather a historical imag ination
and a view to its orig ins. Moving  from the orig in of numbers, into calculus, and throug h infinity, Heaton sheds lig ht on the lang uag e of math
and its sig nificance to human life.
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