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of the Essex Ag ricultural Society, for the Year 1861 Since your last public festival, another year with its rolling  seasons has passed away, and
ag ain we are g athered tog ether, to hold friendly communion, to witness the result of each other s new experiences, to exchang e
cong ratulations upon what has been accomplished, to g ather fresh courag e for futnre labors, and reverently to acknowledg e and devoutly to
thank that kind Providence, which, sending  the sunshine and the rain alike upon the just and the unjust, has smiled upon our eDorts and has
crowned all with his blessing . We meet to-day under circumstances peculiar and unparalleled in the history of this Society, now celebrating  its
forty-fourth anniversary. To be sure, all Nature is the same, - in none of her g reat operations has there been any chang e. No earthquake has
shaken, no famine scourg ed the land, no pestilence has walked in the darkness or wasted at noon-day. The seasons have come and g one in
their appointed order. Seed time and harvest have not failed. Upon the hills and valleys, the fields and mead ows, which, when we last met,
were rejoicing  in the ripening  crops, and from which our barns and g ranaries were plenteous ly filled, descended as of old the white frost and
mantling  snows of winter. Then came once more the welcome spring , with its warm south winds and g entle rains, and swelling  buds, and
fresh verdure upon the hills, with all its new and won drous birth of veg etable life, till the summer s sun poured out its full eDulg ence to nourish
the labor of man and ripen the fruits of the earth, - and until new ag ain the autumn,...
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