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Lincoln, His Mystery, Making  and Mastery: Sermon Preached in Calvary Baptist Church, New York, Sunday Morning , February 14, 1909, in
Memory of the Centenary Anniversary of Abraham Lincoln s Birth It is doubtful if there was ever a merely human life more mysterious in the
elements of its power than the life of Abraham Lincoln. Like Washing ton, he was of Eng lish stock. Notwith standing  the marked superficial
diDerence between him and Washing ton, there are many points of essential likeness. Lincoln was one of the noblest fruits of his parent stem;
he was one of the g reatest products of the ang lo-saxon race: indeed, he was one of the mig htiest sons of humanity of any race or time.
Hundreds of biog raphers have essayed to write his life; but it will be a hundred years yet before that life can be exhaustively written. We require
the lapse of time and the intervention of space rig htly to judg e g reat men and g reat movements. It was two hundred years before Eng land
discovered the truth reg arding  Oliver Cromwell. One class of Eng lishmen spoke of him as a brutal tyrant; another class reg arded him as a
sniveling  hypocrite. Not until that burly Scotchman, Thomas Carlyle, published in 1845, his masterpiece, Oliver Cromwell s Letters and
Speeches did the world see, for the first time, the true Cromwell. The true Lincoln has never yet been presented by any biog rapher. The secret
of his unique sag acity, rare eloquence. Profound insig ht, homely wit and merciful tenderness has never yet been discovered. He is still the
unexplained child of nature, of America, and of God. The mystery of his life g rows upon us as that life is the more carefully studied....
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