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purchasing power of the dollarin labor, equipment and material, particularly during the last five years. There has been no hesitancy, therefore,
in using data ofa number of years back so long as the subject discussed is still in general use as in the case of the comparative costs of wood
and masonry brattices, etc. The reader will have no difficulty in interpolating the figures given to conform to current standards and to facilitate
this a table giving all the wage scales in the Central Competitive District since 1898 has been given on page 158. Thus if a certain piece of work
required the services of three men for a certain number of days, say a decade ago, itis a relatively simple matter to estimate the costin terms
of prevailing wage scales. Care has been exercised to give the year during which the different examples cited occurred in order that this
interpolation can readily be effected. A great deal of valuable data of an abstract nature has been obtained from the various State and Federal
government reports but in general it has been the endeavor to hold more to specific costs. Thus the cost of haulage or the cost of doing a
piece of...
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