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***** To me, too, the world seemed a colder, lonelier place when age and experience at length forced upon my reluctant seven-year-old
consciousness the despairing conviction that Heaven was not so near me as | had dreamed. Mayhap, twas even nearer, nearer than breathing,
closer than hands or feet but the ideas of childhood are, necessarily, very concrete; and when | once accepted the fact that the gates of pearl
and streets of gold were not in the attic of Clifton Church, | felt as though they might as well be beyond the farthest star. Many of those early
memories are connected with visits to Grandfather Montgomery s farm at Park Corner. He and his family lived in the old house then, a most
quaint and delightful old place as | remember it, full of cupboards and nooks, and little, unexpected flights of stairs. It was there, when | was
about five years old, that I had the only serious illness of my life -- an attack of typhoid fever.
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