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for a complete history of the country. No limitation of aims was made in behalf of the State, or of New Eng land. Later, in 1804, the New York
Historical, and, in 1823, the New Hampshire Historical Societies were org anized, each for the purpose of discovering , procuring , and
preserving  whatever may relate to the natural, civil, literary, and ecclesiastical history of the United States, and of this State in particular.
Societies formed at a later period, in defining  their object, either g ive the State precedence of the United States, or omit the United States
entirely. Thus the Historical Society of Pennsylvania declares its sing le object to be the elucidation of the civil and literary history of the State.
We think, therefore, notwithstanding  the more comprehensive schemes set forth by the earlier societies, that it has come to be their object
g enerally, to collect the materials for the history of the State, county, or town where the society is situated, and then, as circumstances may
favor, of the United States and the individual States. The principal means employed for accomplishing  the object aimed at have been the
establishment of libraries, the collection of manuscripts, the forming  of museums of historical memorials and of the natural history of the
reg ion, and the printing  of historical documents. Their purpose has been to collect and to render accessible to the public the materials for
history, but not to write history under the sanction of the societies. The libraries formed by these societies, for the use of their members and all
other accredited persons,...
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