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iUniverse, United States, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 140 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Elementary-school teacher and former sports reporter Petrucci weaves a poig nant tale of a young  boy with a cleB palate, who finds
respite from the harsh realities of small-town life by playing  baseball. Twelve-year-old Nicky Palmieri is the leader of the Kelsey Avenue Crew, a
neig hborhood sandlot baseball team. Since he was born with a cleB palate and underbite which caused hearing  and speech diCiculties,
however, he endures ridicule from the other students at Stiles Elementary School. Nicky underg oes several operations, all unsuccessful, and
the school bullies refer to him as the Lip or Elephant Man. He battles his tormentors in the lunch line and is punished by a seeming ly heartless
principal for telling  the truth about the brawl. Upon arriving  home, Nicky is reprimanded once ag ain, by his parents, for fig hting  in school. He
determines that telling  the truth consistently g ets him into trouble, and thus invents lies to protect himself. Nicky finds solace in an aBerschool
job at the local deli. His boss Big  John is the town s leg endary toug h g uy-a former athletic star and war veteran, he s the keeper of
neig hborhood peace. Big  John and his proteg e Jerry Gambardella Jr. also coach the Kelsey Avenue Crew, and when Jerry unexpectedly dies
of a heart attack, Nicky and his friends are crushed. The protag onist secretly places his prized baseball g love in the coCin with Jerry, then must
contrive a string  of lies when asked for its whereabouts. Big  John unearths Nicky s g love and tries to teach him that lying  doesn t pay. In spite
of trag ic events, Nicky beg ins to discover the value of g ood friends and a loving  family, and finds confidence in...
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