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Wayne State University Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In a wide rang e of forms
and tones, the fiAeen stories in Andy Mozina s new collection, Quality Snacks, centre on hig h-stakes performances by characters trying  to
g ratify both deep and superficial needs, oAen with unexpected consequences. Driven by strang e ambitions, bung led love, and a taste for - or
abject fear of - physical dang er, the collection s characters enact the paradox in the concept of a quality snack: the dream of transmuting  the
mundane into something  extraordinary.Two teenag e boys play chicken on a Milwaukee freeway. A man experiencing  a career crisis watches a
seventy-four-year-old g reat g randmother perform an aerial acrobatics routine at the top of a swaying  110-foot pole. Desperate to find a full-
time job, a pizza delivery man is fooled into a humiliating  sexual demonstration by a couple at a Midway Motor Lodg e. A troubled young  man
tries to end his father s verbal harassment by successfully hunting  a polar bear. AAer an elf civil war destroys his Christmas operation, Santa
Claus reinvents himself as a one-man baseball team and ends up desperate to win a sing le g ame. And in the title story, a flavour eng ineer at
Frito-Lay tries to win his boss s heart with a new strateg y for Doritos that aims to reposition the brand from snack food to main course.While
some stories embrace pathos and some are humorous and some are realistic and some contain surreal elements, all of the stories in Quality
Snacks share striking  insig ht and a cast of compelling , well-conceived characters. This collection, in an earlier form, has been a finalist for the
Flannery O Connor Short Fiction Award, the Dzanc Short Story Collection Contest, the Elixir Press Fiction Award, and the Autumn House Fiction
Contest...
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