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their African connections, its expression of a roots culture. These experiences g ave him that strong  and particular Caribbean awareness of
lang uag e which has nourished his poetry over many years. This major retrospective of his work covers five collections published over four
decades, plus a selection from four books of poetry for children. Much of his poetry celebrates the divided world of a lifelong  outsider. Growing
up in Jamaica, Berry felt as much disturbed by his African backg round as by the European slave-trade and its aIermath. His poetry shows how
'root ag onies' made him view Africa as a thoug htless and neg lectful mother, how his years in Britain - most of his adult life - leI him worried by
past, present and future. Now in his mid-80s, he has soug ht in his later work to g ive voice to all the people who came on the first ships from the
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