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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Child
That was it exactly. Hiram thought it out with a little touch of bitterness before his fire. His mind went away from the old battles and the part he
had taken in great events, to a little mound in the yard back of the old church. A child could step over it, yet somehow it always seemed like a
mountain to Hiram, standing as it did between what he had hoped for, what he had, and what he had hoped the end of his life would be.
Before his fire on this chilly night of early Fall, he was thinking of the Winter to come. How different the house and the farm would be if there
were little children asleep upstairs; if one of them could sit beside the dog, or fall asleep beside that big book in mother s lap. He glanced at
her as he thought. She had opened her book, and in the dim light was slowly tracing words with her finger. What she read there is the key of
this little story, but we shall not find it until we come to the very end. We cannot lock things up until they are completed; we do not use the key
at the beginning. For now we have come to our beginning before the fire. Hiram and Mary, busy with their thoughts and their book, did not
hear the wheels of Hen Bingham s buggy as it turned in from the road. The driveway was grassy anyway, for few found business that way. It
was Hen s old gray horse answering the barn call of Hiram s black that really announced the visitors. The old dog...
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