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that night s depression, although it did not prepare her in the least for the terrible news brought her about six weeks later, that at the time she
was so overcome with grief at the bare thought of never seeing her father again, he was dying at home as unexpectedly to the rest of the
family as to herself In the letters she received it was stated that on the Thursday night he retired to rest as well as usual. No one had been
alarmed about him at any time, although it had been noticed that he had never regained his spirits from the time his wife died nearly four
months before. During the night he was seized with some internal hemorrhage, and the hastily summoned doctors announced that the case
was hopeless and that he had only a few hours to live. At the time that Stella was in an agony of griefabout him he lay dying, the difference in
the clock between England and the Antipodes bringing it to the very hour when, with senses still acute, he was taking leave of his family and
friends and sending loving messages to the daughter so far away. Your leaving home was always a great grief to him, her sister Alice wrote,
although he neversaid much about it, but he couldn t bear to hear any one sing your songs. ust before mother...
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