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*****.Key drinking  water issues on the ag enda in the 109th Cong ress include problems caused by specific contaminants, such as the g asoline
additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), perchlorate, and lead, as well as the related issue of the appropriate federal role in providing
financial assistance for water infrastructure projects. Cong ress last reauthorized the Safe Drinking  Water Act (SDWA) in 1996, and althoug h
funding  authority for most SDWA prog rams expired in FY2003, broad reauthorization eGorts are not expected as EPA, states, and water utilities
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Leaking  Underg round Storag e Tank (LUST) Trust Fund for the cleanup of tank leaks involving  MTBE. H.R. 789 would require secondary
containment for tanks installed near public water supplies or private wells. Concerns about perchlorate in drinking  water also have returned to
the cong ressional ag enda, after the past Cong ress enacted several provisions on this issue. H.R. 213 has been introduced to require .
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