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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.THE period of the Reformation had produced two g reat chang es in the history of Europe. It had revolutionised relig ion and it had
revolutionised commerce. Both chang es were the result of a previous revolution in thoug ht. It was not so much that men had not dared to
think in the Middle Ag es -- many of them had, like Abelard and Wiclif, dared to attack the prevalent system -- but it was rather that men, as a
whole, had not taken the trouble to think, and few indeed were the incentives to such trouble. With the invention of printing  it had, however,
become a g reat deal easier to think. Thoug ht was, so to speak, forced upon people, who at first would g ladly have avoided the trouble of it,
but who soon found it a pleasure, an excitement, a moral necessity, and then, as Ulrich von Hutten said: Men beg an to awake and live. The
result of their awakening  was that they beg an to desire to provide better for their bodies and better for their souls. It is rather characteristic of
the end of the Middle Ag es that they should have thoug ht first of their bodies. It was all very well for Erasmus to say: First I shall buy Greek
books, and then clothes ; but, in the first place, the majority of men were not as Erasmus; and, in the second place, Erasmus did not mean
what he said. But before any serious attack had been made upon the dominant form of Christianity, serious attacks had been made upon the
dominant system of trade and commerce. That there was an open-sea route to the Indies had long  been an idea of the Portug uese
navig ators,...
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