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1831, on Introducing  a Bill for a Reform of the Commons House of Parliament On the one side it has been said, Do you mean by settled
institutions the close and rotten boroug hs? I think, before I have done, I shall satisfy those persons that close and rotten boroug hs were not
intended by the phrase, settled institutions of the country. But, say another party, it is impossible to satisfy the public mind without shaking  the
settled institutions of the country. We are of an opinion directly the reverse. We think we may satisfy the public mind without endang ering  the
settled institutions: but that the refusal to satisfy it would actually endang er the settled institutions of the country. We are of opinion that these
institutions, resting , as they have hitherto done, upon the confidence and the love of Eng lishmen, must continue to rest on the same
foundations: and while we decline to comply with extravag ant demands, we are anxious to satisfy reasonable expectations. Ag reeing  neither
with those big oted adherents of ancient usag e who assert that no reform is necessary, nor with those warm enthusiasts who declare that
some particular kind of reform will alone be satisfactory or wholesome, we place ourselves on a g round which we hope to find firm and
stedfast, between the abuses we wish to destroy and the convulsion we mean to avert. It will not be necessary, on this occasion, that I should
g o over the arg uments which have been so often urg ed in favour of Parliamentary Reform: but it is due...
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