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*****. Hector Hug h Munro (18 December 1870 - 14 November 1916), better known by the pen name Saki, and also frequently as H. H. Munro, was
a British writer whose witty, mischievous and sometimes macabre stories satirize Edwardian society and culture. He is considered a master of
the short story, and oIen compared to O. Henry[citation needed] and Dorothy Parker[citation needed]. Influenced by Oscar Wilde, Lewis
Carroll and Rudyard Kipling , he himself influenced A. A. Milne, Noel Coward and P. G. Wodehouse. Besides his short stories (which were first
published in newspapers, as was customary at the time, and then collected into several volumes), he wrote a full-leng th play, The Watched
Pot, in collaboration with Charles Maude; two one-act plays; a historical study, The Rise of the Russian Empire, the only book published under
his own name; a short novel, The Unbearable Bassing ton; the episodic The Westminster Alice (a parliamentary parody of Alice in Wonderland);
and When William Came, subtitled A Story of London Under the Hohenzollerns, a fantasy about a future German invasion and occupation of
Britain. Early life Hector Hug h Munro was born in Akyab, British Burma, which was then still part of the British Raj, and was g overned from
Calcutta under the authority of the Viceroy of India. Saki was the son of Charles Aug ustus Munro, an Inspector General for the Indian Imperial
Police, by his marriag e to Mary Frances Mercer (1843-1872), the daug hter of Rear Admiral Samuel Mercer. Her nephew, Cecil William Mercer, later
became a famous novelist as Dornford Yates. In 1872, on a home visit to Eng land, Mary Munro was charg ed by a cow, and the shock caused
her to miscarry. She never recovered and soon...
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