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Th e On l y Poetry Th at Matters: Readi n g th e      
Kooten ay Sch ool  of  W ri ti n g (Pap erback)        

By Associate Professor Clint Burnham

ARSENAL PULP PRESS, Canada, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand
New Book. The Kootenay School of Writing  is an internationally renowned poetry g roup that
came of ag e in the 1980s. It is best known for its contributions to lang uag e poetry, the tradition
founded in the early 1970s by Charles Bernstein and others, a direct descendant of the New
American poetry movement. Using  the psychoanalytic criticism of Jacques Lacan and Slavoj
Zizek, novelist and poet Burnham unpacks and demystifies the purposely dense and disjunctive
work of KSW poets, arg uing  that it matters because of its materiality, because of its politics, and
because of how the writing , rather than offering  a ready-made messag e, passes the work onto
the reader, allowing  the reader to create meaning . Burnham identifies three tendencies: the
empty speech of poets like Kathryn MacLeod, the social collag e of Jeff Derksen s work, and the
Red Tory neopastoralism of Lisa Robertson. He also takes a tour throug h the KSW archive,
unearthing  its place in a social history of Vancouver--its art, its politics, its tumultuous
g eog raphy. The Only Poetry That Matters is essential reading  for anyone who is interested in
contemporary writing , in political art, and in what it...
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R e vie ws  

A really awesome ebook with perfect and lucid reasons. Indeed, it is eng ag e in, still an amazing  and interesting  literature. I am just very easily could
possibly g et a satisfaction of reading  a composed publication.
-- P e tra  Kupha l     

I just started oC reading  this article pdf. It is probably the most remarkable ebook we have g o throug h. It is extremely diCicult to leave it before
concluding , once you beg in to read the book.
-- Je a ne tte  Kre ig e r        
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