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Subject: Ag ricultural subsidies -- United States. Excerpt: . . . determinations. Specifically, FSA did not make an annual elig ibility determination for
every year in which it provided payments, as reg ulations require. From 1999 throug h 2005, 69 of the 108 estates did not receive determinations
for every year in which they received payments, and some FSA field oEices approved g roups of estates for payments without reviewing  each
estate individually. Moreover, documentation supporting  the determinations was oFen either nonexistent or vag ue. For example, 20 of the
determinations had no documented explanation for why the estate remained active. In other cases, FSA approved elig ibility based on
insufficient explanations for why the estate remained open - such as the heirs stating  that they wanted to keep it open on the advice of a lawyer
or an accountant without specifying  the reasons why. We also found that althoug h the minutes of FSA county committee meeting s indicated
approval of payments to estates, the associated files did not contain critical documents that mig ht validate why the estates were still active for
reasons other than to obtain farm prog ram payments. According  to FSA field oEicials, many elig ibility determinations were either not done or
not done thoroug hly, in part because of a lack of suEicient personnel and time, as well as competing  priorities for carrying  out farm prog rams.
FSA cannot be assured that millions of dollars in farm payments it made are proper because FSA does not have manag ement controls, such as
computer matching , to verify that it is not making  payments to deceased individuals. Instead, according  to the FSA field oEicials, FSA relies on
self-certifications by farming  operations that the information provided is accurate and that the operations will inform FSA...
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