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Representatives One Hundred Fourth Cong ress Second Session, Hearing s Held June 13, 1996 The committee met, pursuant to call, at 9:30 a.
m., in room 2118, Rayburn House OGice Building , Hon. Floyd Spence (chairman of the committee) presiding . Opening  Statement Of Hon. Floyd
Spence, A Representative From South Carolina, Chairman, Committee On National Security The Chairman. The meeting  will please be in order.
This morning  the committee continues its series of hearing s on the nature of the post-cold-war world and the strateg ic challeng es facing  the
United States. Today our focus will be on Russia, a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enig ma, as Winston Churchill put it. Althoug h
Churchill was speaking  of the Soviet Union, his words are still appropriate in describing  post-Soviet Russia. On the eve of the Russian elections,
we would do well to focus on the security challeng es Russia will continue to pose to America - reg ardless of who wins this weekend. In recent
years, the United States has tried to transform Russia from a former enemy into a friend, ally, even strateg ic partner. We have enjoyed some
modest successes, g enerally when mutual interests were readily served. But lately, the prospects for partnership have dimmed. Russia is
violently opposed to NATO expansion, to the point of raising  the threat of renewed nuclear tensions. Boris Yeltsin has wag ed a bloody and
bitter war in Chechnya, extending  a pattern of Russian suppression, subversion, and intervention from the Caucasus throug h Central Asia.
Russia has, since last November, been in violation of the Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe, and...
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