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Leonaur Ltd, 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Two volumes of the strange
and ghostly by one of the earliest great American authors Those who know anything of American literature know that Washington Irving was
one of its earliest and most influential giants. Born less than a decade after the birth of the nation, it is clear through many of his writings that
he embodied the very spirit of his nationality, age and place. He was a prolific author, a craftsman of fiction and non-fiction alike and his works
of history are enduring classics. Whilst Irving is a true American writer his subject matter is by no means provincial. He travelled widely and his
works inspired by his time in Spain have left for posterity a fine legacy-most especially in the collection that is Tales from the Alhambra. Irving
actually lived within the walls of the spectacular Moorish fortress of Granada and the experience inspired wonderful fiction and travelogue of
the highest order. Irving was firmly established as an author of influence by the first quarter of the nineteenth century and he encouraged other
American writers of his time, such as Hawthorne, Longfellow, Poe and Melville, towards their own success. Regardless of his huge written
canon, Irving was fated, in keeping with many authors, to be best remembered for some of his shortest work, for it is in the typically early
American tales- The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip van Winkle -that his fame principally abides. Also, in keeping with many authors who
wrote over a range of subjects, Irving had a taste for the bizarre and supernatural, as evidenced of course by his terrifying headless Hessian
horseman! This two volume Leonaur collection of Irving s forays into the bizarre...
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