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By Gideon Freudenthal

University of Notre Dame Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. New.
Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Moses Mendelssohn (1725-1786) is considered the
foremost representative of Jewish Enlig htenment. In No Relig ion without Idolatry, Gideon
Freudenthal offers a novel interpretation of Mendelssohn s g eneral philosophy and discusses
for the first time Mendelssohn s semiotic interpretation of idolatry in his Jerusalem and in his
Hebrew biblical commentary. Mendelssohn emerg es from this study as an orig inal philosopher,
not a shallow popularizer of rationalist metaphysics, as he is sometimes portrayed. Of special
and lasting  value is his semiotic theory of idolatry. From a semiotic perspective, both idolatry
and enlig htenment are necessary constituents of relig ion. Idolatry ascribes to relig ious symbols
an intrinsic value: enlig htenment maintains that symbols are conventional and merely sig nify
relig ious content but do not share its properties and value. Without enlig htenment, relig ion
deg enerates to fetishism; without idolatry it turns into philosophy and frustrates relig ious
experience. Freudenthal demonstrates that in Mendelssohn s view, Judaism is the optimal
relig ious synthesis. It consists of transient ceremonies of a living  script. Its ceremonies are
symbols, but they are not permanent objects that could be venerated. Jewish ceremonies thus
provide a relig ious experience but frustrate fetishism....
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This book is g reat. I could possibly comprehended everything  using  this published e book. I am easily could possibly g et a enjoyment of reading  a
published pdf.
-- De a nna  R a th I-- De a nna  R a th I

An exceptional ebook along  with the typeface utilized was fascinating  to read throug h. I am quite late in start reading  this one, but better then never.
You are g oing  to like the way the blog g er write this publication.
-- Jud d  Schulis t-- Jud d  Schulis t
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