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the paradig ms of monastic life. Cloistered in convents, subjected to stifling  hierarchy, repressed, and occasionally persecuted by their male
superiors, these women circumvented authority in sometimes extraordinary ways. But tales of their transg ressions have long  been buried in
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real, some imag ined). Others were g uilty only of misjudg ment or of defacing  valuable artwork that oDended their sensibilities. But what unites
the women and their stories is the challeng e they faced: these were women trying  to find their way within the Catholicism of their day and
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