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from The Collapse of the Confederacy In taking  up for consideration the factor of leadership, it may be stated, first of all, that the sharpest
controversies arising  out of the creation and the subsequent downfall of the confederacy have to do with the question of JeDerson Davis
capacity to direct southern aDairs. It is not too much to say that practical ly every issue that confronted the south from 1849 to 1865 is most
intimately connected with his name. The problem of the expansion of slavery westward; the attitude that the southern states should take
toward the abolition propag anda; their atti tude toward the republican party; the momentous decision in favor of secession; the relations of
the confederate g overnment to the states within it, to the army that foug ht for it, to the for eig n powers that mig ht have recog nized it, and to
the federal g overnment that at last overwhelmed it, can only be studied in connection with the positive and powerful in?uence which Mr. Davis
exerted upon the course of events as a leader of southern thoug ht.2 It should be made clear that the south had had every opportunity to study
and to learn to know the man that she chose to carry her throug h the secession crisis. Ever since the days of the Prentiss debate in Vicksburg
courtyard in 1843, he had been a marked man. It must therefore be taken for g ranted that when his name was broug ht forward in the
Montg omery convention the majority of the deleg ates, at least, were con vinced that taking  everything  into consideration he was the best
qualified man available for the presidency. The question arises, what type of man was Mr....
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