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United States. Excerpt: . .. 11 tions. VA, however, is a national health care system that uses pro-gressive technology, such as telemedicine, to
reach veterans in re-mote areas and across State boundaries. The requirement to man-date State licensure for physicians in a specific State of
practice would have a serious negative impact on patient care. The bill would also severely limit VAs ability to respond during periods of
emergency. VAs excellent performance during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita demonstrates the vital importance of flexibility during a crisis. VA
strongly opposes S. 2824. The major provision of this bill would make direct patient care and the issues related to com-petence of health care
providers subject to collective bargaining. Mr. Chairman, | do not exaggerate when | say this could jeopardize patient care. The Secretary and
Under Secretary for Health are re-sponsible for the care and safety of our veterans. They must be able to establish standards of professional
conduct and competency. We believe the current restriction on collective bargaining rights is a sound compromise between VAs mission to
serve Americas vet-erans with the honor and care that they deserve and the interest of our Title 38 physicians, dentists, and nurses in
bargaining over the conditions of their employment. Mr. Chairman, | agree with S. 2573 s emphasis on early treat-ment intervention. | stand
ready to work closely with the Com-mittee to explore the full impact of this complex proposal. In gen-eral, the bill would establish a program
under which veterans would receive wellness stipends for complying with...
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